
Massage Certification in 
California
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Local Massage Laws

Sacramento County - 125 hours plus current CPR

Roseville - 125 hours

Citrus Heights - 200 hours plus current CPR

Sacramento City, Elk Grove - 250 hours
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SB 731

Signed into law Sept. 27, 2008

Creates a non-profit organization to oversee 
certification of massage therapists in California

California Massage Therapy Council
www.camtc.org

May issue first certificates on Sept. 1, 2009
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Massage Certification

Voluntary
Supercedes local laws
Two levels

Massage Practitioner - 250 hours
Massage Therapist - 500 hours

Difference in title only
No difference in practice rights
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If you are certified through the CAMTC:

You do not need a city or county massage license.

You do need to register with the city or county.

You may still need a business license.
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Massage Practitioner
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Massage Practitioner
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Massage Practitioner
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Massage Practitioner
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ÒConditional Massage PractitionerÓ
Grandfathering available until Jan.1, 2012
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Massage Therapist
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Massage Therapist

(c) In order to obtain certification as a massage therapist, an applicant shall 
submit a written application and provide the organization with satisfactory 
evidence that he or she meets all of the following requirements:

(1) The applicant is 18 years of age or older.

(2) The applicant satisfies at least one of the following requirements:

(A) He or she has successfully completed the curricula in massage and related 
subjects totaling a minimum of 500 hours. Of this 500 hours, a minimum of 250 
hours shall be from approved schools. The remaining 250 hours required may be 
secured either from approved or registered schools, or from continuing 
education providers approved by, or registered with, the organization or the 
Department of Consumer Affairs. After December 31, 2015, applicants may only 
satisfy the curricula in massage and related subjects from approved schools.

(B) The applicant has passed a massage and bodywork competency assessment 
examination that meets generally recognized psychometric principles and 
standards, and that is approved by the board. The successful completion of this 
examination may have been accomplished before the date the organization is 
authorized by this chapter to begin issuing certificates.

(3) All fees required by the organization have been paid.
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Massage Therapist
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Applicant To Do List

¥Download application, instructions, and live scan form from www.camtc.org

¥Mail signed application with passport photo, copy of driverÕs license or state ID, 
and supporting documentation to CAMTC

¥Pay the $150 new application fee (or $125 renewal fee).

¥Get live scan fingerprinting completed (additional fee paid to local live scan 
business).

¥Have school or schools mail sealed Official Transcripts to CAMTC.
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Certified Massage Practitioner
Certified Massage Therapist
Licensed, Registered, CMT

Protected Terms

4605. It is an unfair business practice for any person to state or advertise 
or put out any sign or card or other device, or to represent to the public 
through any print or electronic media, that he or she is certified, 
registered, or licensed by a governmental agency as a massage therapist 
or massage practitioner.

4606. It is an unfair business practice for any person to hold oneself out or 
use the title of "certified massage therapist" or "certified massage 
practitioner" or any other term, such as "licensed," "registered," or "CMT," 
that implies or suggests that the person is certified as a massage therapist 
or practitioner without meeting the requirements of Section 4601 or 4604.
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You cannot call yourself ÒState CertifiedÓ

SB 731 certification is handled by a state-authorized but still private 
organization, the California Massage Therapy Council (CAMTC). Those 
certified are certified by the CAMTC, not by any agency of the state. 
Moreover, it is a certification that exempts you from local licensing, not a 
license. So you can't claim to be state-certified, state-licensed, or state-
registered. You aren't.

In §4606, the state preempts generic usage of the terms certified, 
licensed, and registered. You can't call yourself “licensed” because you are 
locally licensed by a city or county. You also can't call yourself state-
licensed, because you aren't. Unless you are certified by the CAMTC, you 
also can't call yourself a “certified massage therapist” or CMT. If you have 
such terms on your business cards and don't plan on becoming certified 
under SB 731, plan on reprinting your business cards. These restrictions 
don't apply to specific, trade-marked certifications such as NCTMB, only to 
use of generic terms.
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Rights of CMT/CMP in California

Business and Professions (B&P) Code 4612(a)(1) provides

“The holder of a certificate issued pursuant to this chapter 
shall have the right to practice massage, consistent with 
this chapter and the qualifications established by his or 
her certification, in any city, county, or city and county in 
this state and shall not be required to obtain any other 
license, permit, or other authorization, except as provided 
in this section, to engage in that practice.”
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Local Laws DonÕt ÒTrumpÓ State Laws

Business and Professions (B&P) Code 4612(a)(2) provides

“Notwithstanding any other provision of a law, a city, 
county, or city and county shall not enact an ordinance that 
requires a license, permit, or other authorization to 
practice massage by an individual who is certified pursuant 
to this chapter and who is practicing consistent with the 
qualifications established by his or her certification. No 
provision of any ordinance enacted by a city, county, or city 
and county that is in effect before the effective date of this 
chapter, and that requires a license, permit, or other 
authorization to practice massage, may be enforced against 
an individual who is certified pursuant to this chapter.”
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Cities and Counties Cannot...

¥ Local Massage Permits cannot be required of CAMTC Certified 
Massage Professionals.

¥ Land Use and Zoning for massage facilities cannot be different 
than other professional and personal service facilities.

¥ Requirements cannot be set for facilities that are not applicable 
to other personal services facilities such as:

¥ Restrooms, showers, unlocked doors when other staff is not 
present, windows on massage rooms, etc.

¥ Medical examinations and additional background checks cannot 
be required for CAMTC Certified Massage Professionals.
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Cities and Counties Can...

¥ Enforce ordinances with reasonable health and safety 
requirements for massage businesses such as:

¥ Cleanliness of massage rooms, towels and linens

¥ Reasonable attire and personal hygiene for massage staff.

¥ Require CAMTC Certificates on premises and file evidence 
with municipality of staff’s CAMTC Certification.

¥ Require and charge for a local business license.

¥ Make reasonable investigations of establishment owners.
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Cities and Counties Can...

¥ Require and charge for a local business license.

¥ Make reasonable investigations of establishment owners.

¥ Enforce state criminal code.

¥ Close establishments for illicit activities

¥ Hold an owner or operator responsible for conduct of 
employees or independent contractors.

¥ Require notification of intentions to change 
management, ownership, or name of business.
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Massage Establishments

¥ Everything stays the same unless sole proprietor or 
all massage professionals are CAMTC Certified.

¥ Establishment Permit required per local ordinances 
if even one massage professional is not CAMTC 
Certified.

¥ Business Licenses required per local ordinances.
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Timeline
Applications available August 1, 2009.

First certificates to be issued September 1, 2009.

Grandfathering is available only until January 1, 2012. 

Mayan calendar ends December 21, 2012. World as we know it ends.

No new massage practitioner certificates will be given out after December 
31, 2015. Massage Practitioners may renew indefinitely.

The law is sunsetted on January 1, 2016 unless renewed by the legislature.
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